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N A M E D AT E C L A S S

Beyond entertainment: visual manipulation. Optical illusions reveal something profound: perception is not

reality. Your brain constructs your visual experience based on assumptions, patterns, and expectations.

Understanding this has implications far beyond art class.

Critical question: If our brains can be fooled by simple lines and colors, how might this vulnerability be

exploited—in advertising, propaganda, social media, or AI-generated content?
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Deconstruct a master illusion

Study the complex illusion provided. Create a diagram showing HOW it works:

Deep analysis:

What specific brain shortcut or assumption does this exploit?

Why would our brains evolve to work this way? What’s the advantage?
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Historical context

Research one artist known for optical illusions (M.C. Escher, Bridget Riley, Victor Vasarely, or another).

How did they use visual perception in their work?

Artist: __________________ Era: __________________

Key technique they pioneered or mastered:
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Create an intentional illusion

Design an original optical illusion with a purpose. Consider: What message or feeling do you want to

create? How can visual manipulation serve that goal?

Artist statement:

What is your illusion’s purpose or message?

What perceptual principle does it use, and why did you choose it?

C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G  E X T E N S I O N

Modern application: Deepfakes use AI to create

convincing fake videos. Photo manipulation is

everywhere on social media. “Seeing is believing” is no

longer reliable.

Reflection: How should understanding optical illusions

change how we evaluate visual “evidence” in news,

social media, or courtrooms?

M I N I  M U S E U M  C O N N E C T I O N

Explore further: Visit

minimuseumproject.org/exhibitions/seeing-is-

deceiving/illusions to see how Victorians grappled

with these same questions when photography

was new!
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